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The Federal Highway Administration opens new grant program

with $44.5M in funding for active transportation infrastructure
March 19th, 2024

The Biden-Harris administration has opened applications for the
Active Transportation Infrastructure Investment Program (ATIIP), a
new competitive grant program focused on expanding the safety
and accessibility of biking and walking. The grant funding can be
used by communities to "plan, design, or construct safe and
connected active transportation networks such as sidewalks,
bikeways, and trails” that provide improved connectivity within the
local community or metropolitan region. Projects that connect
active transportation with public transit are also encouraged.
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Improving support infrastructure for biking and walking makes
active transportation a more viable option to replace trips taken in
private vehicles, which is necessary to reduce harmful emissions
and contribute to more livable communities.

The funding is available for states, local and Tribal governments,
and metropolitan and regional planning organizations. Applicants
can apply for both planning / design and construction grants on
the application page.

Sources: Federal Highway Administration (1) Federal Highway Administration (2) ct
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https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/bicycle_pedestrian/atiip/?_gl=1*1limjg2*_ga*MTY5MDY2MDg5LjE3MDY5MTA4NTk.*_ga_VW1SFWJKBB*MTcxMjI0MDM3OS4xNy4xLjE3MTIyNDE1MjAuMC4wLjA.
https://unsplash.com/@adoucett?utm_content=creditCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=unsplash
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Stellantis, parent company of Chrysler, Jeep, and Ram, settles

with CARB on emissions reductions through 2030
March 19th 2024

Automotive manufacturer Stellantis settled this month on an agreement with
TN AT the California Air Resource Board, precluding further conflict over the strict
T s o emissions reductions required for vehicles sold in California.
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reached voluntary agreements with CARB preceding release of the State’s
L emissions standards in 2022, Stellantis had not. The company then petitioned
i e last year to void CARB's ruling, alleging that the regulation unfairly favored
iy competitors.

The new agreement voids these complaints, and binds Stellantis to improve the

performance of traditional and hybrid cars released before 2026, increase the

: overall share of EVs they sell through 2030, invest $10 million in public

Mmmmm charging infrastructure, and increase consumer education efforts about EVs.
B Importantly, the agreement is binding even if California’s rules are struck down

by federal or judicial intervention, which may result from ongoing court

challenges to CARB or from a Trump-led White House.
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https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2024-03-19/stellantis-agrees-to-california-clean-car-rules-it-long-opposed?utm_source=substack&utm_medium=email&embedded-checkout=true
https://www.stellantis.com/en/news/press-releases/2024/march/stellantis-and-california-partner-to-drive-carbon-emissions-reduction-efforts
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/sites/default/files/2024-03/CARB-Stellantis_Settlement%20Agreement_FINAL_Signed_Public.pdf
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New emissions regulations from the U.S. Federal government

will step up EV adoption among manufacturers
March 20th, 2024

On March 20t the U.S. EPA finalized new pollution standards for
passenger cars, light-duty trucks, and medium-duty vehicles. The
new standards aim to reduce over 7 billion tons of carbon emissions
by 2055, requiring automakers to sell an increasing share of low-
emission vehicles, spurring EV sales to grow from under 8% of all
new vehicles today to a target of nearly 60% by 2032.

The new requirements are designed to be “technology-neutral” and
“performance-based,” meaning they give manufacturers the
flexibility to build and sell any mix of traditional, hybrid, and
emission-free vehicles so long as the total emissions profile of their
sold fleet maintains compliance. The Biden administration also
relaxed some of the initially-proposed timelines in response to
intense pushback from the auto industry and influential unions like
the UAW.

The new regulations are the strictest ever passed in the U.S. and
mark a significant step forward in holding car manufacturers
accountable for reducing greenhouse gas emissions.

E.PA. Administrator Michael S. Regan unveiled the new
rules in Washington (S)

Sources: The New York Times (1) The New York Times (2) The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency :t
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https://www.nytimes.com/2024/03/20/climate/biden-phase-out-gas-cars.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/03/20/climate/biden-phase-out-gas-cars.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/02/17/climate/biden-epa-auto-emissions.html
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/biden-harris-administration-finalizes-strongest-ever-pollution-standards-cars-position
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Boston's MBTA will launch a low-income discount this summer,

significantly growing eligible population for discounts
April 1st, 2024

The board of the the Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority
voted this week to move ahead with the proposed low-income
fare discount, which will be offered to income-eligible riders
between the ages of 26-64 starting in Summer 2024. The
program will offer a 50% discount for riders using loaded cash
value on their Charlie Cards, a 60% discount on 7-day passes,
and a 66% discount for monthly passes.

The new low-income discount will fill the gap for individuals who
are not currently eligible for the agency’s existing discounts for
low-income youth and seniors. The program was made possible
by funding from the Massachusetts legislature, with $5 million for
program setup in 2024. The MBTA estimates about 60,000 Existing discounted Charlie Card (s)
participants will enroll, taking up to 8 million additional trips each

year.

As we detailed in our September 2023 deep dive, 38% of the 50
largest transit agencies in the U.S. offer low-income discounts. ci

ke
<L_
| ©
n O
w|.O
o=
S| @
BE
rIO

Massachusetts Bay
Transportation Authority

Sources: Mass Transit Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority



https://www.mbta.com/fares/reduced/youth-pass
https://www.mbta.com/fares/reduced/senior-charliecard
https://www.mbta.com/fares/reduced/senior-charliecard
https://www.masstransitmag.com/technology/fare-collection/press-release/55001195/massachusetts-bay-transportation-authority-mbta-mbta-board-of-directors-approves-plan-to-implement-reduced-fares-program-for-riders-with-low-income
https://www.mbta.com/fares/reduced/income-eligible

New Jersey Transit wins SMART grant from USDOT to use

artificial intelligence to improve safety at light rail crossings
April 15t 2024

In an effort to reduce collisions at grade
crossings for light rail vehicles, New
Jersey Transit will partner with the
Rutgers University Center for Advanced
Infrastructure and Transportation (CAIT)
with SMART grant funding. The initiative
will pilot the use of artificial intelligence
to analyze real-time video feeds from
stationary cameras at five crossings and
mobile cameras aboard trains to identify =g | |
risk patterns. O S NTRANSIT N\
o 20078 ¢
Following the pilot, New Jersey Transit - —-

hopes to expand the use of the
technology to over 50 crossings across
the Hudson-Bergen light rail, reducing
vehicle and pedestrian collisions.

The Hudson-Bergen Light Rail (S) ct

Sources: Mass Transit New Jersey Transit



https://twitter.com/NJTRANSIT_HBLR/status/1605956865032163328
https://www.masstransitmag.com/safety-security/press-release/55001562/new-jersey-transit-nj-transit-nj-transit-rutgars-cait-to-develop-ai-with-federal-smart-grant
https://www.njtransit.com/press-releases/nj-transit-receives-federal-grant-develop-artificial-intelligence-system-grade
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